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kind of people who wanted to keep Austria " inde-
pendent" and the Sudeteiis under Czech rule. They
are the same people who told us that the Saar would
never be so foolish as to vote for a return to Germany.
What was this idea of nationality, they asked the Saar-
landers, compared to the profits to be made from having
an international status ?

The Saarlanders had every opportunity to learn the
worst about Germany. Some of the cleverest propa-
gandists in Europe were at work amongst them, telling
them day by day how lucky they were not to be under
the jack-boots of the Germans. And yet, surrounded by
all possible safeguards for a fair vote, the Saarlanders
chose to rejoin Germany with an enthusiasm and
unanimity which up to that time had never before been
seen in history.

It was the same in Austria. I was there during the
Anschluss, and saw what happened.

I was at Kitzbiihel on March pth, 1938, when Dr.
von Schuschnigg announced his famous plebiscite, to
be held on Sunday, March i3th, in eighty-four hours'
time.

Next day news came to us of rioting in Innsbruck, the
arming of Communist crowds in Vienna, and the death
of four Austrian Nazis.

An Austrian friend said to me: " I'm a business man,
and I don't mix in politics more than I can help. I'm
against the Nazis on the whole, but this plebiscite of
Schuschnigg's is a ramp, and will lead to trouble/'

It was a ramp. No voting lists were ready. The ballot
papers were marked " Ja," so that if the voter wanted to
record "Nein," he had to bring with him a white sheet
of paper, nine centimetres by six. It was expressly stipu-
lated that the papers could be handed in either open or
folded, so that it would have required no Sherlock Holmes
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